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Liveryman Dominic Jermey, who is currently HM 
Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates, has been 
appointed Commander of the Royal Victorian Order 
following a visit by Her Majesty The Queen and the Duke 
of Edinburgh to Abu Dhabi last November.  Dominic has 
been at the British Embassy since last April with his wife, 
Clare, and their two children. Clare is working as a 
surgeon at Moorfields Hospital in Dubai. Prior to joining 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Dominic was 
with the investment bank Schroders, specialising in 
European mergers and acquisitions.  He was Deputy 
Ambassador in Madrid between 2004 and 2007 and has 
previously held appointments in Afghanistan, the Balkans 
and Pakistan. He was appointed Officer of the Order of 
the British Empire in June 2001 for his work in East 
Timor. Dominic received a Captain F.G. Boot Scholarship 
from the Company in 1985, which enabled him to travel 
to Italy and Chile, in order to develop his language skills. 

Honorary Liveryman 
Sir Bernard Ribeiro 
CBE OV has been 
appointed a Life Peer 
and has taken the 
name, style and title 
of Baron Ribeiro of 
Achimota in the 
Republic of Ghana 
and of Ovington in 
the County of 
Hampshire. Lord 
Ribeiro has made 

major contributions to surgical practice in his 
career as a consultant surgeon and especially as an 
outstanding President of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England.  He has been a major 
participant in continuing the restructuring and 
modernisation of surgical training, and has 
overseen the introduction of the new surgical 
curriculum for all surgical trainees in the United 
Kingdom. He was admitted as an Honorary 
Liveryman in 2008 in recognition of the support he 
has given in promoting the Company’s Surgical 
Prize within his profession.  He is presently Renter 
Warden of the Barbers’ Company. 
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 Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed and Dominic Jermey greet Her Majesty 
The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh on their arrival in Abu Dhabi 
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On Lord Mayor’s Show Day, Lance Sergeant Shaun Delaney of 1st 
Battalion Coldstream Guards, winner of the 2010 Director of Infantry's 
Cutlers' Sword competition, was  accompanied to Mansion House by the 
Master, John Prynne, where he was presented with his award by The Lord 
Mayor, Alderman Michael Bear. The annual presentation recognises the 
achievements of the best drummer, flautist or bugler in the British Army’s 
infantry regiments. Lance Sergeant Delaney, who joined the Army in 1996, 
had recently returned from operational service in Afghanistan.  He is now 
an Instructor at the Army School of Ceremonial in Catterick, where he 

instructs new drummers and 
buglers. Traditionally, the 
Corp of Drums transmitted 
orders by drumbeat or bugle-
call on the battlefield. In 
modern times they provide 
ceremonial musical support, 
but, more importantly, have 
become the infantry’s heavy 
machine-gun specialists. The 
sword, which is donated by 
the Company, is fashioned 
on the 1895 pattern 
drummer's sword and may be 
carried by the recipient when 
performing ceremonial 
duties.    
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Liveryman Andrew Pocock CMG took up his new appointment as 
High Commissioner for Canada at the beginning of the year.  He 
is based in the British High Commission in Ottawa, but will be 
travelling extensively throughout Canada in the course of his 
work.  As the UK government's 
representative, his principal tasks 
will be to present British policies to 
the Canadian Government, and to 
promote British interests.   He will 
also be responsible for press and 
cultural relations and for visa and 
consular services.  Andrew joined 
the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office in 1981. He was HM 
Ambassador to Zimbabwe between 
2006 and 2009, and has previously 
held appointments in Lagos, 
Washington and Canberra. 

In November the Master, accompanied by the Clerk, 
attended a Service of Remembrance at Edgware TA Centre, 
the home of ‘B’ Company, The London Regiment, with 
which the Company is affiliated.  After the service the 
Master was invited to present the Cutlers’ Sword to Lance 
Corporal Kofi Dzanado who joined ‘B’ Company in 2006.   
The award is made annually to the person who is judged by 
the Commanding Officer and his staff to be the best soldier 
in the unit. In 2009 Lance Corporal Dzanado deployed to 
Afghanistan as a member of the Counter Improvised 
Explosive Device Force Protection team – a highly 
dangerous task that involved him placing his life in danger 
whilst providing protection for bomb disposal experts in the 
field. In the citation Lance Corporal Dzanado was described 
as being ‘The epitome of the perfect TA soldier.  He is fit, 
professional, confident and clearly relishes the challenge that 
the Territorial Army provides him.  He has demonstrated 

that when required he can replace his civilian clothes with a 
uniform and serve his country well.’  
 

Professor Norman Williams MS FRCS FMed Sci, 
Director of the Academic Surgical Unit at the Barts and 
The London School of Medicine and Dentistry, and Mr. 
Lee Edwards BSc FRSA, have won the Company’s 
annual prize for innovation in the design of new surgical 
instruments.  Together they have invented a circular 
stapling device and associated instrumentation to effect 
innovative techniques for ultra low sphincter saving 
resection, and stoma trephine reinforcement to prevent 
herniation.  They attended the Surgical Award Dinner at 
Cutlers’ Hall in March and received their prize from the 
Master.  The dinner was also attended by Professor John 
Stanley, Vice-President of the Royal College of 
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surgical profession.    The Surgical Prize is open to 
anyone who has performed outstanding work in the field 
of instrumentation or technical development in any 
branch of surgery. Entries are judged by representatives 
of the specialist surgical associations, in conjunction 
with the Royal College of Surgeons, who recommend 
which of the entrants should receive the award. 
Professor Williams has since been elected President of 
the College and will take up his new post in July.  
                               
The Company also awards Fellowships to recently 
qualified surgeons at Barts and The Royal London 
Hospitals, who wish to travel overseas and study 
surgical techniques that are relevant to their chosen 
specialism.  This year Fellowships have been awarded 
to Mr. Paul Charlesworth MSc MRCS (Engl), a registrar 
in paediatric surgery, who will be studying paediatric 
laparoscopy and natural orifice transluminal endoscopic 
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Wijeyekoon MA MBBS MSc MRCS FRCS(Gen), a locum 
consultant laparoscopic colorectal and trauma surgeon, 
who will be undertaking a transanal endoscopic 
microsurgery training course in Chicago.   

Professor John Stanley, Vice-President of The Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, Mr. Lee Edwards, The Master and Professor Norman Williams 
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On a Sunday morning last October the 
Master and his lady joined City 
dignitaries in Guildhall Yard  at an  
event, hosted by the Corporation, to 
celebrate the safe return of members of 
The London Regiment from their six 
month tour in Afghanistan. Sixty 
soldiers, including several from ‘B’ 
Company, with which the Company is 
affiliated, were greeted by their 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 
Colonel Marc Overton and the then 
Lord Mayor, Alderman Nick 
Anstee.  Each of the soldiers on parade 
was presented with an Operational 

Service Medal by the Lord Mayor.  He 
said “It is a privilege for me to 
welcome home our heroes and award 
their honours. We owe a very special 
debt of gratitude to our territorials who 
put themselves in harm’s way for the 
good of the country. Today’s event is 
the very least the City can do to show 
how much we appreciate the great 
work the London Regiment have 
done." The majority of the soldiers had 
served in a close combat role with 1st 
Battalion The Duke of Lancaster’s 
Regiment and 1st Battalion Scots 
Guards. The Master’s lady, Marianne 

Prynne, has subsequently hosted a 
charity lunch in aid of Gardening 
Leave, a charity that seeks to improve 
the mental and physical wellbeing of  
ex-Service personnel by providing  
horticultural therapy at several centres 
throughout the United Kingdom.   

Pictures: Squadron Leader Caroline Gourri RAF VR(T) MOD Crown Copyright 2011 
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This February the cadets of 291 (Westminster & Chelsea) 
Squadron of the Air Training Corps, to which the Company 
is affiliated, celebrated the opening of the Squadron’s new 
centre in Rochester Row, Westminster.  His Royal Highness 
Prince Richard, The Duke of Gloucester, a very keen 
supporter of both youth development and volunteering, was 
guest of honour and was met by Brigadier Paul Orchard 
Lisle, the Deputy Lieutenant of Westminster and Warrant 
Officer Roland Mackenzie, who runs the squadron. His 
Royal Highness inspected the Guard of Honour before 
signing the Squadron guest book. The Duke then inspected 
the whole Squadron – an impressive 70 young people aged 
between 13 and 18 - before presenting trophies to some very 
excited cadets. These included Cadet Sean Kelly, aged 16, 
the Best Overall Cadet, who received the Company’s silver 
poignard and tankard. Past Master Richard Randolph, 
President of the Squadron, was honoured to be one of those  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

presented to His Royal Highness during the course of the 
evening. After unveiling a special commemorative plaque on 
the wall to mark the occasion, His Royal Highness addressed 
the assembled guests, staff, cadets and parents. He 
highlighted the importance of the new premises and 
remarked that they would provide the basis for the training 
given in the future, which will be important to the Cadets 
during their whole lives. The importance of stability for the 
cadets’ training was echoed by Wing Commander Sylvie 
Silver, Officer Commanding London Wing, who said, “The 
Squadron has had four homes in as many years which has 
been a real challenge. Having this new, purpose designed 
facility will be a huge improvement to the cadets training 
environment. I am delighted that the Squadron has found 
such a wonderful home to settle into.” 
 

Past Master Richard Randolph, President of the Squadron, is 
presented to His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester 

Cadet Sean Kelly receives his trophy  
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In October the Master, accompanied by 
his lady and the Clerk, attended the 
Royal Courts of Justice in the Strand to 
witness the  ancient ceremony of the 
‘Rendering of the Quit Rents’.   Dating 
back to 1211, this is the oldest legal 
ceremony that is still performed other 
than the Coronation and is presided 
over by the Queen’s Remembrancer 
resplendent in his gown, full bottomed 
wig and tricorn hat.  Each year the old 
Exchequer Court, is reconstituted to re-
enact the annual payment of ‘service’ 
by the City of London to the Crown for 
two pieces of land, thus rendering the tenants ‘quit of rent’. 
The Queen’s Remembrancer firstly receives from the 
Solicitor and Comptroller of the City of London two knives, 
one sharp and one blunt, as payment for land known as The 
Moors, located south of Bridgnorth in Shropshire.  The 
knives, which are reproduced each 
year by our Company, are tested by 
the Queen's Remembrancer by taking 
a hazel stick of one cubit’s length,  
bending it over the blunt knife and 
leaving a mark. Then the stick is split 
in two with the sharp knife. This part 
of the ceremony illustrates how tally 

sticks were once used in the Exchequer 
Court as a form of receipt.  A mark was 
made in the tally stick with a blunt knife 
for each payment counted and then, when 
payment was complete, the stick was split 
down the middle, leaving each party with 
half of the marked stick, one half being the 
‘foil’ and the other the ‘counter-foil’.  The 
City Solicitor then renders six horseshoes 
and sixty-one nails in respect of the second 
piece of land, a forge formerly located in 
Tweezers Alley just South of St. Clements 
Dane.  The horseshoes date from 1361 
when the then tenant of the Forge, one 

Emma of Tewkesbury, was permitted to commute the 
presentation of new shoes each year in return for the sum of 
18 pence. In the final part of the ceremony the two Sheriffs 
for the year ensuing receive the Royal Approbation recorded 
in two beautifully illuminated deeds, each bearing the green 

seal of the Exchequer.  As befits the 
ancient traditions of the City, the 
Sheriffs still attend the ceremony by 
boat, as they would previously have 
done when the Queen’s 
Remembrancer presided over the 
Exchequer Court in Westminster 
Hall.  

Freeman Carrie Herbert (pictured top left) was 
clothed as a Liveryman at the March Court 
meeting, thus becoming the first lady to be 
admitted to the Livery since the Company’s 
incorporation in 1416. She is the founder and 
chief executive of Red Balloon, a national 
charity which  runs schools for severely bullied 
and traumatised secondary school pupils. In 
2008 she received the Daily Mail’s 
Inspirational Woman of the Year Award in 
recognition of her self sacrifice and devotion to 
helping others. Two new Freemen have been 
admitted during the past year, Laura Herbert 
(pictured bottom left), daughter of Mr. Assistant 
Richard Herbert, who was admitted by 
patrimony in October, and Ian Jenks, who was 
admitted by redemption in March.  Laura was 
educated at Perse School for Girls in 

Cambridge and at York University, where she 
read history.  She also represented the 
university at rugby and was vice captain of the 
women’s 1st. XV. She then trained to become a 
barrister and was called to the Bar in 2009 as a 
Major Scholar of the Inner Temple.  She 
currently works as a County Court advocate in 
London. Ian Jenks was educated at Taunton 
School and Bristol University, where he 
obtained a degree in Aeronautical Engineering.  
He was widowed in 2008 with a family of six. 
Ian has more than 20 years of experience in the 
technology industry, both as an investor and as 
a board member of operating companies in the 
U.S. and Europe. He is currently chairman of a 
company developing ultra-efficient solar cells, 
and is a member of the Advisory Board of the 
British Photovoltaic Association.  
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The Master, John Prynne, had the pleasure of admitting 
his son, Freeman David Prynne, into the Livery at the  
Installation Court meeting last July, watched by his father 
Past Master Emeritus Bill Prynne. Their combined years 
as Freemen of the Company total 105, Bill Prynne having 
been admitted in 1948, the Master in 1972 and David in 
2007. David, who shares his father’s passion for cricket, 
was educated at Charterhouse and Balliol College, 
Oxford, where he graduated in modern languages.  Since 
2008 he has been working for Xerox, specialising in 
contracts and procurement throughout Europe. 
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The Queen’s Remembrancer 

The Quit Rent Knives 
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The Cutlers’ Wine Committee had never been to Porto in 
Northern Portugal and, as the Company has a substantial 
quantity of Port slumbering in the cellars under the Hall, it 
was felt that in the interest of generations to come we had 
better make sure that the continuity was maintained and our 
education improved.  Accordingly, on a Thursday afternoon 
in October, when the Met Office was promising late summer 
sunshine in London and heavy rain in the Douro, your 
intrepid committee mustered at Gatwick much to the relief 
of our Tour Leader, the learned Assistant Clerk, looking for 
all the world like an up-market member of the paparazzi 
with several hours of Nikon production slung round his 
neck. We arrived in Porto without mishap.  Friday dawned – 
the Met Office was right – and we set out for the important 

and prestigious house of Taylors, which is situated at Vila 
Nova de Gaia on the opposite bank of the Douro to Porto 
itself. Amanda, our congenial and hospitable guide, 
explained that the wine was traditionally transported the 100 
odd miles down river on barges to mature in the more 
temperate Atlantic climate. Before the river was dammed 
this was a dangerous journey as there were many rapids. 
Barrels and lives were lost. It took 3 days to float the barges 
downstream and 3 weeks to drag them back up again. Unlike 
any other wine region port production is dominated by the 
two great family houses of Taylor and Symington. Between 
them they have two thirds of the market, and the scores of 
small independents have the remaining third. We were 
guided through a tutored tasting, during which we 
discovered the finer differences in production between the 
Ruby, Tawny, LBV, Crusted and, of most interest to Cutlers, 
Vintage. A tasting of Port has to be carefully and prudently 
embarked upon as the one common denominator which 
defines this fortified wine is that the strength has to be 20%.  
The barrels used to mature the wine are mainly French oak, 
some of them 100 years old and the largest holds 100,000 

litres. The scenery of the upstream Douro is spectacular and 
dramatic. Our train journey from Porto to Pinhao was billed 
as “one of the great train journeys of the world” and so it 
might have been, if the sun had been shining. However, on 
that Friday afternoon it was more like travelling under one of 
the great waterfalls of the world! Saturday brought a marked 
improvement. The sun shone and magically lit the early 
autumn browns and golds of the vines standing row upon 
row on narrow steps cut into the steep hillsides. Our morning 
visit was to the Fonseca lodge at Quinta do Panascal, to 
which the grapes are brought to be crushed. This is done in 
the time honoured way - by foot - and for better reasons than 
tradition and tourism. The short fermentation process is 
arrested by the fortifying addition of spirit, and the pips must 
not be crushed. The human foot is more reliable than any 
machine. In spite of being in a well ventilated area the fumes 
are intoxicating. In one huge vat there are 10 – 15 men and 

women treading the grapes, and in another several burly 
chaps are pushing the must down with huge paddles called 
macacos to maximise the fruit and colour. A light lunch and 
more education (tasting), whilst hearing that David 
Guimaraens is the sixth generation of the family of 
winemakers to run Fonseca since it was founded by his 
great, great, great, grandfather in 1822. Our return journey 
lived up to all expectations. Strategic damming has made the 
Douro even more majestic than in its natural state, and the 
soft afternoon light drew a battalion of cameras to the train 
windows to record the breathtaking scenery. As we waited 
for TAP flight 3031 to transport us back to London our only 
regret was that Past Master Emeritus Ian Traill had been 
unable to be with us due to his leg injury.  Nonetheless, the 
committee unanimously agreed that our knowledge had been 
enhanced, our noses and taste buds severely tested, and that 
we had thoroughly enjoyed ourselves - mission 
accomplished.                                                                 Colin Evans 
 

-�
�������������������������
P

ho
to

s:
 R

up
er

t M
ea

ch
er

 



!���
	�����

                        Thomas Frederick Wilson 

             Claude Blair CVO OBE 
Claude Blair, who has died aged 87, was admitted as an 
Honorary Freeman and Liveryman of the Company in 1993 
in recognition of his services as the honorary curator of the 
Company’s cutlery collection. He was also a liveryman of the 
Goldsmiths’ Company. He was a scholar of wide-ranging 
interests and achievements, but best known as one of the 
foremost authorities on historic European metalwork, 
especially arms and armour. It is a measure of his high 
standards and outstanding scholarship that his first book, 
European Armour circa 1066 to circa 1700 (1958), has yet to 
be superseded as the standard text on the subject. Claude was 
born and raised in Manchester. On the outbreak of World 
War II he served in the Royal Artillery, but while stationed in 
Ireland was sent with colleagues to fetch the regimental beer 
supply. The truck in the back of which he was riding braked 
sharply so that Claude’s leg was caught between two beer 
barrels, breaking it, so that he had to be invalided out of 
active service. He remained in the army, however, testing 
small arms, becoming an excellent shot and rising to the rank 
of captain. After five years at Manchester University he 
emerged in 1951 with a history degree and took up an 
appointment  at the Tower Armouries (later the Royal 
Armouries). In 1956 he moved to the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, from where he retired in 1982 as Keeper of 
Metalwork, a position that reflected the depth and breadth of 
his knowledge. Claude had many interests besides arms and 
armour, but the chief of these was church monuments 
showing figures in armour. He was elected a fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries in 1956, and in 1998 was awarded its 
highest honour – the Gold Medal. He was involved in many 
other learned societies. He was an early member of the Arms 
and Armour Society, serving as its editor from 1953 to 1977. 
In 1946 he joined the Monumental Brass Society, of which 
he was a staunch supporter until his death, and he was a 
founder member and first president of the Medieval Dress 
and Textile Society. In 1979 he helped to found the Church 
Monuments Society, becoming its first president and 
attending most of its events until 2008, when mobility 
problems made travel difficult. He also served on the 

architectural advisory panel of Westminster Abbey, the 
Council for the Care of Churches, and the Churches 
Conservation Trust. For all this work with and for churches 
and cathedrals, Claude was made an OBE in 1994. His 
remarkable scholarly output included more than 200 books 
and articles. In 1998 he edited and contributed to the 
definitive work on the Crown Jewels. He was subsequently, 
in 2005, made a Commander of the Victorian Order. Over 
Christmas 2009, he completed his section of a new book on 
the Greenwich armouries,  thereby achieving an ambition he 
had held for 50 years. He set himself very high standards and 
also applied them to others, making no secret of his sadness 
at the trend in many leading museums of abandoning 
scholarship and publication. His wife, Joan, died in 1996. 
Their son John, who is professor of medieval history and 
archaeology at Oxford, was admitted to the Livery in 2009. 

Tom Wilson, who has died aged 79, was 
admitted as an honorary Freeman and 
Liveryman of the Company in 1999, in 
recognition of his services as the Company’s 
surveyor.   He started out as a professional 
footballer, playing right back for Fulham and 
Brentford in the 1950s.  In his early days at 
Fulham he was in digs with Jimmy Hill and 
Bobby Robson, who chose him to be his best 
man at his wedding.  Beset by injuries he 
eventually went on to qualify as a chartered 
surveyor.  He built the foundations of St. 
Quentin, a practice which later became the 
cornerstone of the present-day CB Richard 
Ellis. As their senior partner and chairman, 
he became a major force in the City of 

London property market, and was 
instrumental in placing the Company’s 
finances on a very sound footing when its 
property interests at Houndsditch were 
redeveloped in the 1980s.  He devoted a 
substantial amount of time to charitable 
activities, especially the National Youth 
Theatre where he served as a council 
member and property adviser. At his funeral 
all those who paid tribute to him made 
mention of his generosity, charm and keen 
sense of humour. Each of them could recall 
occasions on which they had been invited out 
to dinner by Tom and had been accorded 
such lavish hospitality that they were unable 
to remember how they got home afterwards.   

We extend our sincere condolences to their families 



During my year in office many people outside the Livery 
movement asked me what a Master does – a difficult question 
to answer!  I was able to say that my wife, Claire, and I were 
having a fantastic time and felt very privileged to represent 
the company in a huge variety of different ways.  But what 
did I actually do?  One of the things I soon came to 
appreciate is how important our affiliations are.  My very first 
event was for people who support the Air Training Corps 

around London, as the guest of 291 (Westminster & Chelsea) 
Squadron ATC.  We were due to watch a gliding display by 
cadets at the former Battle of Britain airfield at Kenley.  
Sadly it was too windy and dangerous for the cadets to fly, 
but not for visiting Masters!  Both Claire and I ended up 
having a great time gliding, including some aerobatics, but 
the really interesting part was talking to the cadets from 291 
and their Commanding Officer, Wing Commander Sylvie 
Silver.  I learnt that the squadron makes a huge difference to 
the lives of young people in London, heading them in a 
constructive direction, when many of their peers were taking 
the alternative path.  Another of our affiliates, 256 (City of 
London) Field Hospital, came to my attention a few weeks 
later, and several more times during the year.  We first met 

them at their final training exercise in Yorkshire, shortly 
before they left for a six month deployment in Afghanistan, 
where they were assigned to run the hospital in Camp 
Bastion. Later, we met the rear guard team in London, and 
the families of those deployed at their  Christmas carol 
service.  Regular reports back from the front preceded a 
triumphal celebration of their return at Kensington Town 

Hall.  Most of the Unit work in the NHS and some said they 
experienced more severe trauma cases in those three months 
than they would in a whole lifetime in A&E.  They helped to 
save a great many lives while they were there, and it is not 
surprising that our field hospitals have been so widely praised 
for the exceptional quality of their service. What shone 
through to me from meeting them several times was their 
tremendous spirit and professionalism. It became clear to me 
during the year that all our military affiliates greatly 
appreciate their link to us.  I’m still not entirely sure why, but 
I think it is mainly because we show that their work is greatly 
appreciated, and offer support that they do not receive from 
elsewhere. It is now 25 years since we struck up an affiliation 
with the Zunft zur Schmiden in Zurich, their guild of 
blacksmiths and associated trades, which includes cutlers.  
We enjoyed a wonderful visit to the Bernese Oberland with 
them during the course of the year and experienced their 
extraordinarily generous hospitality. My attempt at blowing 
the Alpenhorn caused considerable merriment. The visit to 
Sechseläuten, a magnificent carnival of the Zurich guilds, is a 
highlight of any Master’s year, and their hospitality, and 
acerbic wit, shone through again.  It was a marvellous event 
made even more memorable by the Icelandic volcano, forcing 
Claire and I to drive to Zurich at the last moment, rather than 

fly! I also attended  some of the schools and colleges we 
support, including Archbishop Tenison School in 
Kennington, South London, a new partnership which we 
hope to develop as time goes on. The school does wonderful 
work in an area where there is much deprivation. I remember 
being particularly impressed by the quality of the students I 
met during my year, several whose lives have been 
transformed at Christ’s Hospital, a young person who has 
been supported through a terrible family situation at another 
school, and the head-girl at yet another who gave an 
outstanding speech, almost outshining the Lord Mayor who 
spoke after her. A Master attends a wide range of events and I 
enjoyed the hospitality of many livery companies and other 
City institutions, mostly in outstanding buildings and with 
fare of a very high quality.  However, I still believe the 
hospitality we are able to offer at Cutlers’ Hall is hard to beat. 
With its wonderful atmosphere, excellent organisation, a 
great cellar, superb food, and all of our staff, who are quite 
outstanding.  May I thank them, and the Company, for 
making it a very special year for myself and Claire.  I can 
think of no greater honour than to have served as Master of 
the Cutlers’ Company.                                         
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The Beadle, David Hasler, and Mike Loades flanked by Tim How and his 
opponent, Lockhart Ogilvie 

One evening last October 
passers-by must have been 
rather surprised to hear the 
clash of steel on steel 
reverberating from within 
Cutlers’ Hall.  The occasion 
was the launch of a new 
book by Mike Loades, 
entitled Swords and 
Swordsmen. The assembled 
company were treated to an 
exciting display of medieval 
swordsmanship acted out by  
two professional stunt actors. 
Mike Loades writes with 
decades of experience in 
weaponry behind him, and 
the sword sings through his 
pages. The history, 
manufacture and usage of 
weapons are 
explained with 
vivid accuracy, 
and a quirky 
humour.  It is 
probably rare for a 
book that deals 
with what to many 
must be an unknown 
and specialist subject, 
namely swords in their 
various forms, to be so 
accessible and satisfying. 
This is a book that invites the 
reader into the subject, 
regardless of prior 
knowledge, and rewards with 
delightfully painted character 
studies of a number of 
historical figures and the 
swords they wore. This is the 

great strength of the book in 
that it places what are too 
frequently museum artefacts 
into the hands, lives, and 
destinies of their owners. The 
broader canvasses place his 
various characters in their 
time and capture some 
significant episodes, but the 
sweat stained hilts and 
chipped blades are never far 
away. Here is the sword that 
may well have been worn by 
Henry V amidst and against 
the "very casques (t)hat did 
affright the air at 
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sword carried by General 
George Armstrong Custer 

whilst leading the 7th 
Michigan Cavalry at 
Gettysburg. This book 
will undoubtedly be for 
many a springboard to 
further reading, 
appetites whetted by 
the characters 
Loades introduces 
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others it will 

simply be that those glass 
enclosed museum pieces 
speak a little louder of their 
form, their function and their 
romance. Meticulously 
researched and beautifully 
illustrated with over 200 
photographs and 100 line 
drawings, the book is 
published by Pen & Sword 
Books.  

Thanks to the generosity of 
the Immediate Past Master, 
Mike Pocock, and to the 
ingenuity of his wife, Claire, 
dyes have been designed and 
purchased for the production 
of Company cufflinks. The T
-bar version (pictured above) 
is available in gilded base 
metal at £20 per pair, or 
hallmarked silver gilt at £65 
per pair.  The chain link 
version (pictured below) 

comes in hallmarked silver 
gilt only at £75 per pair. If 
you wish to order either 
version, please submit your 
requirements in writing to 
the Assistant Clerk at 
Cutlers’ Hall, together with 
your cheque made payable 

to ‘The Cutlers’ 
Company’. Postage 
will be charged at 
cost, or they can be 
collected in person.      
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Comments, suggestions and articles for inclusion in future 
issues of the Company’s newsletter should be forwarded to The 
Editor, The Cutler, Cutlers’ Hall, Warwick Lane, London 
EC4M 7BR, or by e-mail to editor@cutlerslondon.co.uk 

Our golfers, comprising Past Master David Barnes (Captain), 
and Liverymen John Millard, William Donaldson and James 
Donaldson, gave a creditable performance when they 
competed against 50 other livery companies for the annual 
Prince Arthur of Connaught Cup at Walton Heath and 
�%���(��
 )*��&
 ���%�	
 +��
 %��"
 ������
 ��������
 ���� �

comprising the Junior Warden, Adam Traill, and Liverymen 
Roger Swolf, Janek Wichtowski and James Traill also did 
well to achieve 23rd. place out of 116 teams that entered the 
Inter Livery Shoot.  The Company competed again in the 
Inter Livery Pancake race in Guildhall Yard on Shrove 
Tuesday.  The team comprised the Master and his lady, 

Liveryman Janek Wichtowski, and Liveryman James 
Roberts, one of several contestants who donned a bear suit to 
compete in the Novelty Race.  The event raised a substantial 
sum for the Lord Mayor’s two charities, Coram, which 
supports vulnerable children, and RedR, the international 
charity that trains and supports humanitarian workers 
providing disaster relief across the globe.        


